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Preface 

Circular economy, industrial ecology, short supply chains: all themes that recur frequently in economic 
and political discourse, associated as they are with the idea of a necessary and imminent change in 
modes of production and consumption, to preserve resources and the planet on which we live. 

Yet, their meaning and the potential for technological, organizational and social innovation they carry 
remains vague. Can these concepts and new experiences in production and consumption be 
considered as innovations, new forms of organization and management of human activities? What is 
their potential, in terms of boosting economic activity? Do they herald new forms of labor organization 
and new social relationships? These are the questions that gave rise to the need for this book. 

Very quickly, the question of territory emerged as the central issue in our reflections. Experiments in 
industrial ecology or the setting up of short supply chains, are often conducted in a specific territory – 
a conurbation, a city or a neighborhood; and it is interesting to consider the regional impacts of these 
new experiments. Can they contribute to the creation or perenniality of activities in these areas? Or to 
the creation of jobs? To the preservation of resources? If so, how? What are the difficulties and 
obstacles that might hinder such dynamics? What roles must public and private actors play to 
accelerate existing processes? These are the questions we have tried to answer in this book. 

This book is the result of work carried out within the Research Network on Innovation (http://2ri.eu), 
whose objective is threefold: to observe and analyze processes of innovation; to build theories 
surrounding systems of innovation; and to empower research in economics and innovation 
management. La Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie in Paris and the Institut CDC pour la Recherche of 
the Groupe Caisse des Dépôts have also contributed to the production of this book. We would like to 
thank Dimitri Uzunidis, President of the Research Network on Innovation, for giving us the opportunity 
to write this book. Thanks are also for our colleagues who participated in research programs, a part of 
the results of which are discussed in this book. They are, respectively. Antje Burmeister (Researcher, 
Ifsttar), Fedoua Kasmi (PhD student, Clersé UMR 8019, ULCO) and Celine Merlin-Brogniart (Associate 
Professor, Clersé UMR 8019, University of Lille 1) for the research program conducted in Dunkirk on 
industrial ecology in 2014–2015 (RRI, 2015) 
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